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Introduction

In February year 9 students will be required to make their option choices for the courses they will study in years 10 and 11. This is an extremely important decision and this booklet aims to explain all the courses that are on offer at Ryton Comprehensive School. There is an ever increasing variety of courses available to students it can be difficult to keep up with the nature of these different courses. Along with the information given here students will be advised as to which type of course might be suitable to them based on their progress in year 7, 8 and 9, data already available on student achievement and the data which predicts how well a student is likely to perform at Key Stage 4. Our aim is to ensure that each student chooses appropriate courses to study giving them the qualifications and skills needed for their future, be it in the sixth form, further education or employment.
Key Dates
Thursday January 21st - Year 9 Options Convention - 6pm to 8pm

Parents and students are invited to a course information evening. Each department will have a stand where information about the subjects they offer will be available. Teachers will also be there to explain these courses and there will be a series of talks outlining the different types of courses in more detail (see below). At the beginning of the evening students will be given their option form along with advice as to which types of courses they are well suited to.

Friday February 5th – Option Choice Deadline

Students must complete their option choice form and return it by this date. Once all the forms have been collected the process of fitting students into classes begins. 

What choices do students have?

All students will study English and Maths GCSE, core PE and RE (which are not examined), Personal, Social & Health Education and Citizenship (as part of the Tutorial Programme).

All students must also study at least one language, science and IT. Students then complete their options by choosing from the range of courses and subjects available to them following the guidance on the options form. 

The options form will be personalised and offer advice as to which types of courses students would be well suited too.
The Different Types of Courses on Offer
Most courses that are on offer are Level 2 courses. On completing a Level 2 course a student is able to achieve a grade from A* to G. On a Level 1 courses a student is able to achieve a grade from D to G.

GCSE

This is the most common course followed by students. With most GCSE subjects students study the subject for two years and sit an exam(s) at the end of year 11. There can often be a coursework element to a GCSE course. 

Asdan / CoPE / Occupational Opportunities (O2)
For some students it is more appropriate that we tailor what they study to meet their individual needs. The Asdan Award, the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness and O2 courses offer students a variety of opportunities and experiences to develop a wide range of skills. Students will be advised if these courses might be suitable for them.
BTEC

A BTEC course is a vocational course. Students are encouraged to learn by doing and by completing practical tasks. There are no exams as students are assessed by completing assignments throughout the two years of study. The BTEC subjects available are Construction, Media, Sport and Travel and Tourism. 

The BTEC courses that are on offer are:

Level 2 Certificate 
the equivalent to 1 GCSE A* to C

Level 2 Extended Certificate 
the equivalent to 2 GCSEs A* to C

Level 2 Diploma
the equivalent to 4 GCSEs A* to C

The Diploma

Students can choose a Diploma in Construction & the Built Environment. The Diploma is aimed at students who are interested in professional / technical careers in the construction industry. The Diploma combines subject learning with other valuable knowledge, including functional skills in English, maths and ICT, projects, work experience and personal skills such as communication and teamwork. It is designed to give learners a fully rounded education, appealing to their interests and styles of learning while keeping their career and educational options open for the future.
Young Apprenticeship
For those interested in a career in Construction, Motor Vehicle or Hair a Young Apprenticeship may be a suitable choice. Taught at the college students will be need to pass an interview to be accepted. 
Further advice to students

· Use your tutor time to discuss the opportunities that are available.

· Ask questions of your Personal Tutor, Subject Teachers and Heads of Department and any Year 10 / 11 students who have experienced the subjects. Where there are new subjects then ask the teacher in charge for advice.

· If you already have a future career in mind (many of you may not have decided) check out what subjects are needed.

· Remember that all subjects are equally suitable for boys or girls.

· Don’t decide on a subject just because you like your present teacher. There will probably be a different teacher next year.

· Think hard about your choices. You are deciding to work on a subject for two years, so you must be enthusiastic about it.

· It is very difficult to change course once started and so it is important to get it right from the beginning.

· Read the descriptions in this booklet very carefully and ask your Personal Tutor to explain anything that is unclear.

· Come along with your parents to the Options Convention on Thursday 21st January 2010. A number of Year 10 students will also be on hand.

· Please be aware that it may be necessary for some students to make a reserve choice because sometimes there are not enough resources to meet every choice.

Asdan – CoPE – Occupational Opportunities
ASDAN, CoPE and Occupational Opportunities (O2) are courses aimed at students who would benefit from studying a reduced number of GCSE subjects. Students who follow any of these courses will still study a core curriculum of English, Maths, Science and I.C.T. These programmes focus on preparation for the world of work and personal development. Students who follow any of these courses will develop a wide range of life skills as well as the opportunity to work towards qualifications such as the ASDAN Bronze award, the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness and Level 1 college course.
These courses are tailored to the needs of the individual however opportunities and experiences open to students include:

· Level 1 career related qualifications in one of the following areas: motor vehicle, hair, hospitality, construction.
· Outdoor education and catering modules that can contribute to students achieving an ASDAN (Award Scheme Development and Accreditation Network) Bronze Award. 

· Work experience. 
· The opportunity to gain the Duke of Edinburgh’s Bronze Award.

Students will be advised whether they are well suited to any of these courses.

Contact:
Mr Edgoose
Art & Design - GCSE
Art and Design is equivalent in importance to literacy and numeracy, encouraging self-expression and the ability to observe, select and interpret with imagination, feeling and understanding. As well as a learning process it gives particular enjoyment and aesthetic pleasure while contributing much to self-confidence. 
Homework is an essential part of the course both as preparation for class work and as a process for improving standards.

Students who choose to take Art and Design at GCSE level will have the opportunity of experiencing a broad course exploring a range of theme based projects. The course encourages students to develop skills in observational drawing and to use their own experiences, ideas and imagination to develop individual and exciting art forms. Students will use a wide range of techniques and materials to investigate potential outcomes including three dimensional sculptures, creative textiles, print-making, painting and drawing. 
An important element in all projects is the use of multicultural artists, craftspeople and designers to inform and inspire students further. In Year 10, students have the opportunity to visit a gallery as the starting point to a project and for those students interested in a career in Fashion Design and Marketing; there is an annual visit to the Clothes Show Live.

Assessment

The final assessment consists of two elements:

a) Coursework which will be produced over the two years and will have a weighting of 60%. The critical study of the history of art and design, possibly involving different cultures, is an integral part of each assignment including the controlled test.

b) A controlled test has a limited time allowed for preparation followed by ten hours to produce the final piece of work, with a weighting of 40%.

These two elements are brought together in the form of an exhibition during the final term of Year 11.

Contact:
Ms. S. Statt
Business Studies - GCSE
Business Studies ensures that candidates have knowledge, understanding and where possible, experience of the real world of business organisations. 
The course is broken down into 3 units of study:

1. Setting up a Business 
2. Growing as a Business 
3. Investigating Businesses 
Topics in those units include:

a) Starting a Business

b) Marketing

c) Finance

d) People in Businesses

e) Operations Management

f) The Business Organisation

Teaching and Learning Techniques

Business Studies use a wide variety of teaching and learning techniques with the aim to make the subject as real as possible. These include an educational visit to a business location to carry out research which will act as a practice for the controlled assessment and visits by guest speakers from the world of work.

Pupils will develop analytical and evaluation skills through projects and class work. We encourage pupils to talk about our subject at home and find out real examples of theory.

Information Technology is an important tool within Business Studies and we aim to use this effectively for work and research. We intend that our learning strategies will show a fair balance between active learning and theory. 
Independent Learning

We fully support students being responsible for their own learning and with business studies we feel that there is a need for some of this to take place outside the class room with regards to students discussing the subject at home, watching the news and other relevant TV programmes such as Dragons’ Den. To help with this and allow parents to see what their child is studying we have our scheme of work available online therefore reference material is accessible from home and should your child miss a lesson they are able to find out what they have missed and complete it prior to the following lesson.
Assessment

Classwork is assessed by peers, themselves and teachers depending on the content. 
In addition to the regular classwork assessment, students will need to complete three forms of external assessment as shown below: 

Unit 1 written paper worth 40% of GCSE

Unit 2 written paper worth 35% of GCSE

Unit 3 controlled assessment involving supported research time worth 25% of GCSE

Contact:
Mr J. Edgoose or Miss N. Hardy.

Child Development - GCSE
The Home Economics Child Development course is concerned with students studying and developing competencies in comprehension, analysis, investigation, problem-solving, communication and evaluation.

The syllabus focuses on the development of children from conception to the age of five. 

Students will study:

Parenthood – the family, planning for a family, preparing for the baby and provision of a safe environment.

Pregnancy – reproduction, pre-conceptual care, pregnancy, preparation for the birth, labour and birth, newborn baby, postnatal care.

Diet, health and care of the child – A healthy diet, feeding a baby, weaning, feeding the young child, food related problems, child care and health.
Development of the child – physical, social, emotional, intellectual development, learning and play.

Support for the parent and child – types of support available, child care provision, educational and developmental provision

Assessment

The scheme of assessment consists of two components:

a)
External Examination



40%

b)
Coursework




60%

The external examination will consist of one written examination paper. 
Grades available

Length of Examinations

A*- F



1.5 hours

Coursework

The coursework element is in two parts a Research task and a Child Study. 
The research task is worth 20% of the final marks. Students will complete three research tasks over the two year course and the best mark will be submitted for assessment.

The Child Study will involve research/investigation and observational visits of a child between 0-5 years. This will involve four visits over a period of four months. This is worth 40% of the final mark.

Contact:
Mrs S. Stead

Construction - BTEC Level 2 Diploma 

What is the course structure?

The course is made up of six units – three core units that everyone takes and three specialist units. The specialist units enable you to study particular areas in more depth. 

What topics will I study?

All students take the three core units taught in school:

An introduction to the Construction Industry 

Exploring Health, Safety and Welfare in Construction

The use of Science and Mathematics in Construction

You will also take three specialist units:

Practical (Taught at Gateshead College)

Exploring Carpentry and Joinery


Exploring Trowel Operations
 
Exploring Painting and Decorating 
The practical units are particularly aimed at students who are interested in the craft side of the construction industry. 

Assessment

All units are assessed and graded through a series of assignments, students also produce evidence from practical tasks and activities carried out at College, the two sets of grades are combined and an overall grade for the qualification is awarded.

What can I do at the end of the course?

With further training or study, students may progress into careers in the Construction industry including:

Carpentry/Joinery, Brickwork, Painting and Decorating ,Site Technician.

A BTEC First Diploma in Construction can prepare you for employment and provides a good grounding to go on to a more advanced course, such as:

A BTEC National Diploma, Certificate or Award in Construction, Modern Apprenticeship 

Contact:
Mr N. Gibson, Mr W. Kennedy 

Construction & the Built Environment - Diploma

A specialised Diploma is a new qualification which aims to provide young people in England with the skills and knowledge they need to progress into employment, training or further and higher education.

Ryton Comprehensive School working in partnership with Gateshead College is looking to select a number of students who are interested in following a future professional or technical career route within the construction industry. 

The course will be run / taught by Ryton Comprehensive School and the College and students will be selected jointly by both institutions. The work is likely to involve an extended afternoon each week (up until 5pm) to allow for site visits. It is hoped that students from other Gateshead Schools will join students from Ryton. All students wanting to follow the Diploma must be capable of obtaining at least level 5 assessments in English, Maths and Science by the end of Key Stage 3.

What is the course structure?

The course is made up of seven units of principal learning and students follow 1 optional GCSE subject alongside this. Personal learning and thinking skills is central to the delivery of the new Diploma. Students would also be responsible for completing 10 days of work experience as well as a personal project, plus a component of functional skills in English, Maths and ICT. The completed Diploma is equivalent to 7A*-C GCSEs.

What topic areas will I study?

Design the built environment

Create the built environment

Value and use the built environment

What can I do at the end of the course?

With further training and study, students can progress into a variety of professional / technical careers in the construction industry including: architect, architectural technologist, quantity surveyor, civil engineer and project manager.

Students would normally follow a series of ‘A’ levels, an Advanced Diploma in Construction or a BTEC National Diploma before going on to follow a degree course.

Assessment
Work is assessed through a combination of assignments and exams.

Contacts: 
Mr W Kennedy, Mr N J Gibson

Drama - GCSE 
GCSE Drama is all about understanding what it is like to put yourself in somebody else’s shoes. You will play many parts in different situations. You will have the opportunity to create your own work, as well as look at plays written by other people. During the course there are regular trips to local theatres and the chance to work with national and international practitioners. The course is in three parts:

Part 1

You will learn to use Drama skills and techniques to express your feelings and ideas about a range of issues.

Part 2

You will look at a play to see how a playwright expresses his/her ideas about a theme or topic, and explore ways of making the play work on stage.

Part 3

You will have the choice of being involved in the performance of a play from an existing script or from one you create yourself.

Mode of Assessment 
The 60% coursework part of the course consists of practical performance work and a written notebook of evidence.

The examination for GCSE Drama is a practical performance worth 40% of the marks.

Two units of practical coursework



60%

Unit 1

This is about using drama to explore themes in response to at least two different texts chosen from different times and cultures. This is accompanied by supporting documentary evidence.

Unit 2

This is about exploring a complete and substantial play from the point of view of directors and performers, accompanied by a portfolio of appropriate supporting documentary evidence. 
This part of the course is marked by your teacher and externally moderated.

Examination






40%

This is a practical examination of a performing role within the context of the performance of a play to an audience.

This part of the course is externally assessed.

Contact:
Mrs C. Franklin 
Design & Technology: Food and Nutrition - GCSE
GCSE Food and Nutrition is the study of:

Nutrition and health

Menu planning

Food preparation, processing and safety

The role of the consumer.

The course is designed to enable candidates to investigate the relationship between all of the above elements, whilst developing and enhancing their practical skills and confidence. The content provides a good basis for students who wish to progress to further qualifications or a career in the catering and nutrition field. Skills and knowledge acquired, however will be relevant and transferable to other qualifications, such as Biology, Chemistry, I.C.T. and Business Studies.

Practical food work is implicit in this syllabus and will therefore require students to provide ingredients for this purpose and bring an apron to practicals.

A visit to the “Good Food Show” at NEC, Birmingham takes place in Year 10, where students have the opportunity to meet their favourite T.V. chefs and sample numerous culinary delights. This is a must for all food lovers (and fans of Jamie Oliver, Ainsley Harriott etc.)

Assessment

The scheme of assessment will consist of two components:

External examination


40%

Coursework



60%

The terminal examination will be one single written paper set at two tiers.

Tier

Grades available

Length of examination 

Higher 


A*-D



2 hours

Foundation

C-G



1 hour 30 minutes

Coursework will be in 2 parts consisting of a research investigation (15%) and a more lengthy individual investigation (45%). These are both part of the new controlled assessment exam boards have introduced and most are completed in class with teacher supervision. Both include practical and written elements.

Contact:
Mrs L. Hender or Mrs S. Gibson
Design & Technology: Product Design - GCSE
This course involves designing and working with a range of materials to produce a three-dimensional product.
Candidates should be able to demonstrate their design and technology capability through acquiring and applying knowledge, skills and understanding: of materials, components, processes, techniques and industrial practice, when designing and making quality products in quantity, when evaluating processes and products and examining the wider effects of design and technology on society, the use of CAD/CAM will be an integral part of all the Design and Technology courses offered.

Assessment

The scheme of assessment consists of two components:

External Examination

(40%) Written 

Coursework


(60%) Design folio and manufactured product

The written paper will be set at two tiers of assessment. Separate papers will be provided for both tiers. Students will be entered for one tier only.

Tier

Grades Available
Length of examination

Higher

A* - D


2 hours 


Foundation
C - G


2 hours




Coursework

Coursework assessment will consist of two elements, Designing and Making which will be carried out under ‘controlled’ conditions as set out by the exam board. The project for the GCSE course will represent about 40 hours of supervised time. 

Contact:
Mr W. Appleby, Mr S. Thompson or Mrs L. Hender
Design & Technology: Textiles - GCSE
Design and Technology Textiles looks at the basics of textiles through fashion and furnishings. Candidates will undertake design and make activities and focused practical tasks in the study of textiles, fabrics and their uses to produce a quality outcome. 

The main areas of study include:

1)
Fabrics - their composition, construction, care and maintenance, fitness for purpose

2)
Enhancement techniques e.g. printing, dyeing, batik, appliqué, hand and machine embroidery, quilting etc.

3)
Components - use in decoration and purpose 

4)
Use of tools and equipment

5)
Construction techniques - seams, hems, inserting zips, buttonholes etc.

6)
Industrial applications - disassembly of existing products, marketing your product, health and safety, quality control, use of CAD/CAM, SMart materials.

Students are expected to supply their own fabric/components to complete all of their practical design tasks.

In Year 10 a visit to the ‘Clothes Show’ at Birmingham NEC is organised in conjunction with the Art department. This opens students’ minds to the world of textiles within the fashion industry where they have the opportunity to view catwalk shows, meet designers, view design degree work from a variety of universities and also pick up a few bargains from retail stalls.

The annual fashion show which is always a huge success is often organised by GCSE and A-Level Students. In year 10 the first project is to create a garment which will be displayed in the fashion show. All GCSE coursework projects have pride of place in the second half of the show together with A-Level work so students can see how they will progress into 6th form. 

In 2009 Textiles achieved an outstanding 94% A-C grades showing enthusiasm, commitment and hard work can certainly pay off in this subject.

Assessment

There are two components:

External examination


40%

Coursework



60%

The terminal examination will be one single written paper set at two tiers.

Tier

Grades available

Length of examination

Higher


A*-D



2 hours

Foundation

C-G



2 hours

All candidates will complete a single project in Year 11 which will occupy 40-50 hours of supervised time (controlled assessment) in class. This will include a practical element, involving either fashion and accessories or furnishings. A detailed design folder will also be required showing each stage of product development through to the final outcome.

Contact:
Miss R. Carter or Mrs L. Hender

English - GCSE 

All students will follow the AQA courses in English Language and English Literature in Years 10 and 11, fulfilling the Programmes of Study in Speaking and Listening, Reading, and Writing of Key Stage Four of the National Curriculum.

English / English Language

These qualifications each contain three units. Units 1 & 2 are followed in each qualification, with Unit 3 distinguishing between English and English Language.

Unit 1 



Understanding and Producing Non-fiction





40%





External examination

Unit 2 
 


Speaking and Listening





20%





Three key assessed tasks.

Unit 3 English 
 
Understanding and Producing Creative Texts





40%





Three pieces of “controlled assessment.”

Unit 3 English Language
Understanding Spoken and Written texts and Writing Creatively








40%





Four pieces of “controlled assessment.”

English Literature

This qualification contains three units. At RCS, from Sept 2010 onwards, the “route” which will be followed consists of: Unit 1, Unit 4 & Unit 5 of the AQA GCSE Specification.

Unit 1



Exploring Modern Texts





40%





External examination

Unit 4
Approaching Shakespeare & the English Literary Heritage





35%





External Examination

Unit 5



Exploring Poetry





25%





One piece of “controlled assessment.”

Contact: Mrs E Haws

Geography - GCSE 
Geography is one of the most important areas of knowledge as it reflects people’s timeless concern to understand the environment in which they live and its ability to support their way of life. Today a great deal of interest is shown in geographic issues as the world is changing rapidly and people are adopting a more global perspective. Indeed, they are learning that the Earth’s resources are not limitless and that the impact of human beings on the environment is far greater than had been anticipated a decade ago.

As a subject Geography provides an ideal bridge between the Sciences and the Arts/Humanities as it uses a holistic view of the world, its environments, communities and processes. When you experience a place and its people, if you enjoy how they are different and wonder about them, you are thinking like a Geographer.

There is plenty of variety in GCSE Geography from the cold environments of glaciers to the internal heat from volcanoes, from the use of land for settlement, industry and as a resource for tourism and energy. You need to be a bit of an “all rounder” as we undertake investigations, problem solve and make decisions in order to try to resolve conflicts. We use maps, photographs, videos and satellite images, as well as atlases and text books. Fieldwork is an essential part of the course and Information Technology is important in enhancing the development of these skills.

What other subject covers such a wide range of subject matter and puts the interest and reality into literacy, numeracy and ICT? What other subject gives you the edge in future employment, allowing you to broaden your horizons and become better citizens of a global community? As well as being interesting and important in its own right, employers are aware that Geographers must have a wide range of skills for them to have achieved success. They know about the world, they can use maps, graphs and statistics, collect data, investigate problems and write reports on their findings. They have the ability to present a coherent argument, show self-motivation and team work, all of which are needed in today’s workplace. At most Higher Education institutions Geography can be studied as either an Arts subject or Science, the subject therefore fits well with a wide range of AS and A2 Level subjects.

On Boxing Day 2004 Tilly Smith, a ten-year-old British girl, saved over a hundred lives using what she had learned about tsunamis in her geography class. Tilly was on holiday in Thailand and was enjoying the local beach when she noticed that the ocean waters were quickly disappearing, exposing more and more of the sandy beach. She knew this was the sign of a coming tsunami and was able to convince hotel workers to evacuate the beach before the tsunami arrived. None of the adults on the beach seemed to have recognised the danger that Tilly did, showing the importance of understanding geographic concepts.

We all make a mark on where we live, and where we live leaves its mark on us. Learning about the links between our lives and the environment around us is central to geography. Wherever you go in the world there is a geography lesson to be learnt.

Contact:
Mrs D. Kell
History - GCSE 
We follow the Edexcel, History A, Making of the Modern World course. This is an exiting new course which has proven to be very popular and has attracted high numbers in the present year 10. It focuses upon elements of modern world history from 1919 to 1970, hopefully achieving the twin aims of providing a platform for those who wish to continue with their study of history and satisfying those whose historical studies end at 16.

There are four units to be taught.

Unit 1 – Peace and War: International Relations..

This covers the reasons for W.W.2 and the Cold War between 1943 and 1969

Unit 2 – Modern World Depth Study

We will be teaching the U.S.A. 1919-41.

Unit 3 – Modern World Source Enquiry

We will be teaching British Society 1931-51 and the effects of W.W.2.

Unit 4 – Controlled Assessment

Our controlled assessment will focus on Germany 1918-39

Assessment

Assessment will be by exams - one each for units 1, 2 and 3. One of these exams will be taken at the end of year 10 so only two units will be examined at the end of year 11.

Unit 4 will be the controlled assessment which is completed in school during year 11.

Each unit is worth 25% of the total marks.

Therefore the final grade is based on three exams (one taken in year 10) and the controlled assessment.

Contact: Mrs M. Carter
ICT - GCSE
On this course students will complete a GCSE which focuses on the following main areas of study:
1)
Current and emerging technologies - this will provide students with knowledge and understanding of the function, purpose and organisation of the hardware and subsystems used in a wide range of everyday ICT and applications such as mobile phones, MP3 players, Bluetooth, wireless blogs, social networking and digital broadcasting. Students will explore the impact, both good and bad, which these technologies have on individuals, organisations and society.

2) 
ICT tools and techniques - Students will explore the ways in which tools and techniques are used in different contexts to develop ideas and to solve problems. Students will develop knowledge and understanding of the use of ICT to find, collect, process and present information. A wide range of skills will be explored and developed: from web design and image manipulation to the advantages and disadvantages of social networking.

3)
Society's use of ICT - Students will explore the legal, social, economic, ethical and environmental implications of the use of ICT for individuals, organisations and society. Legal issues, such as the Data Protection Act and Copyright law, and political and ethical issues, such as national database, security of public data and the use of CCTV will be studied as well as the social and personal effects of ICT such as the growth of personal websites and social networks.

4) 
Collaborative Working - Areas covered in this section include developing an understanding of project management and the advantages and disadvantages of home working, to technologies that aid collaboration such as video conferencing.

Assessment

The scheme of assessment will consist of 3 units:

	Unit 1: 

Systems & Applications in ICT

External examination - 40%
	Unit 2: 

The Assignment Applying ICT

Controlled Assessment - 30%
	Unit 3: 

Practical Problem Solving in ICT

Controlled Assessment - 30%


Controlled Assessment

Controlled Assessment replaces what was known as "coursework" from September 2010 in ICT. This will take the form of practical assignments and problem solving activities, set by the examination board, which students will complete during lessons over a given period of time. 

How will this course help you in your career or in your future studies?
All students that complete an Applied GCSE in ICT (at grades A*-C) will be able to continue ICT in the form of an A Level in ICT or one of the BTEC ICT related courses. Alternatively, the GCSE course is an ideal qualification if you wish to go straight into employment. This is because ICT is a key part in any business or industry.

Contact:
Miss S. Pringle

ICT - BTEC Level 2 Certificate/Extended Certificate 

What is the course structure?

The Certificate (the equivalent of 1 GCSE) is a course that consists of two units of work – one mandatory unit that every student takes and another specialist unit. 
The Extended Certificate (the equivalent of 2 GCSEs) is a course that consists of three units of work – two mandatory units that every student takes and another specialist unit. 
What subjects will I study?

All students take the core unit(s):

Working in the IT Industry

Communicating in the IT Industry (Extended Certificate only)

Another specialist unit will be covered - which will be decided upon in the near future.

How is the course assessed?

Students will produce evidence from tasks, activities and assignments that relate to specified criteria. All units are assessed and moderated internally. An overall grade of pass, merit or distinction for the qualification is awarded.

What can I do at the end of the course?

With further training or study, students can go into careers or further education in the IT industry.
A BTEC First Certificate prepares you for employment and provides a good grounding to go on to a more advanced course such as:

BTEC Level 3 National Certificate in IT Practitioners 
Contact: 
Miss S. Pringle or a member of the ICT department
Mathematics - GCSE 

The GCSE examination for students of 16 years is now under National Curriculum terminology known as KS4 (Key Stage 4). All students are currently following a National Curriculum course, level by level.

The syllabus A of the AQA is followed.

Coursework
Coursework is no longer required for GCSE Maths. 

The target levels for KS4 in the two tiers are set out below, and in Year 11 the students will be entered for the tier appropriate to their attainment.

Attainment Target

1.
Using and Applying Mathematics

2.
Number and Algebra

3.
Shape and Space

4.
Handling Data

Awards will be made on a graded scale.

Tier





Grades Available
Foundation





C - G 

Higher






A*-D 

Assessment
Terminal Examination 




100%

Contact:
Mr H. Bingham

Media - BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate/Diploma 

Student can choose to follow Level 2 BTEC Extended Certificate in Creative Media Production (2 GCSE equivalent) or Level 2 BTEC Diploma in Creative Media Production (4 GCSE equivalent)

What is the course structure?

The BTEC extended Certificate in Creative Media Production is made up of 4 units, 2 mandatory units and 2 optional units. 
Mandatory units



1. Research for Creative Media Production



2. Communication techniques for Creative Media production

Optional units (to be confirmed)



3. Print production



4. Advertising production

Students taking the BTEC Diploma in Creative Media Production do the same units as above and an additional 2 mandatory and 2 optional units to make up to 8 units in total. 

Mandatory units 



5. The Creative Media Sector



6. Media Audiences and products

Optional units (to be confirmed) 


7. Photography Techniques


8. Video Production

What subjects will I study?

In studying these units, students gain a good understanding of a wide range of media: newspapers, advertising, radio, television, photography, animation and film. Students will learn through practical activities such as designing a poster or planning, filming and editing a film.

Assessment

All units are assessed through the practical work that students do. An overall grade of pass, merit or distinction for the qualification is awarded. The Extended Certificate is the equivalent of 2 GCSEs and the Diploma is the equivalent to 4 GCSEs grades c or above. 
What can I do at the end of the course?

With further training or study, students could go into a wide range of careers in the Media such as:

Radio Broadcasting

Film, TV and Video production

Advertising and publishing

Journalism

Audio Production

Animation

Photography
Contact:
Miss E Hardy 
Modern Foreign Languages - GCSE 

Ryton Comprehensive School became a Specialist Language College in 1999. This has brought with it many opportunities for Ryton and Gateshead students. We are able to offer a range of languages to study through to A level. We lead Gateshead in the provision of languages. Considerable sums of government and sponsorship money have been directed into improving the facilities, resources and staffing of Modern Foreign Languages in the school. All language rooms are equipped to the highest specifications with Interactive Whiteboards, Digital Voice Recorders and up-to-date software.

Languages offered at GCSE Level (students must have studied the language at Key Stage 3):
· French

· German

· Italian

· Spanish

· Japanese

Why study an MFL at GCSE?

Future Study: GCSE Languages are held in high esteem, by both employers and universities. Students have been refused a place at top universities as they did not study a foreign language at GCSE level. Many university courses today have an option to study abroad.

Employability: As many companies expand to take in the European Market, the ability to speak a language is becoming increasingly important for prospective employers. An MFL is seen by employers to be an important key skill which complements all areas. With fewer students learning languages in state schools, having a MFL GCSE is a major advantage to Ryton students.

Enjoyment: In addition, there are the opportunities speaking a foreign language opens to travel, and meet new people whether as part of a job or purely for enjoyment. Learning a foreign language stimulates the brain and opens a whole new world of opportunity to students.

Two/Three Modern Foreign Languages at GCSE?

In studying two languages at GCSE level, students are able to build on the linguistic skills they have established at KS3 and adapt them to both languages. The languages support each other and skills are developed simultaneously in both languages.

Japanese: Students who have already studied Japanese in extra-curricular lessons in Year 9 have the opportunity to study for a GCSE in Japanese. See Ms Townsend for further details.

Italian: Students who have already studied Italian in extra-curricular lessons in Year 9 have the opportunity to study for a GCSE in Italian. See Ms Townsend for further details

GCSE (French/German/Spanish/Italian/Japanese)

Emphasis is on developing the use of the language for practical communication. Four skills are tested in the final examinations: 
	Listening 20%

Final Exam in June 2012
	Foundation/Higher Tier



	Reading 20%

Final Exam in June 2012
	Foundation/Higher Tier

	Speaking 30%

Controlled Assessment throughout the course
	Untiered

	Writing 30%

Controlled assessment throughout the course
	Untiered


Tier


Grades available

Higher 


A* - D

Foundation 

C - G

Topics studied will cover four themes:

1)
Lifestyle (Health/Relationships and choices)




2)
Leisure (Free time and the Media/Holidays)

3)
Home and Environment (Home and Local Area/Environment)



4)
Work and Education (School/College and Future Plans/Current and Future Jobs)

The course, as well as giving obvious insights into the culture and civilisation of other countries, will form a sound base for further study at AS and/or A2 Level.

Contact:
Ms J. Townsend
Modern Foreign Languages FCSE 

FCSE is a new qualification that covers the same topics as GCSE but in contrast enables students to be assessed during the two year course, rather than at the end. As with GCSE students it will be assessed in all 4 skill areas (Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing)

Languages offered to FCSE Level (students must have studies the language they choose in Years 7, 8 and 9):

· French

· German

· Spanish

The AQA FCSE Qualification in MFL covers the following topic areas:

· Meeting people 
· Home life 
· Education and future plans 
· Holidays 
· Travel and accommodation 
· Leisure 
· Celebrations 
· Health and Fitness 
· Food and Drink 
· Region and Environment 
· Media 
· Work and Choices 
Assessment

Students will be able to revise in manageable chunks rather than revising 2 years of work at one time. 
The class teacher will teach a module of work then ascertain when a student is ready to take the exam.

Students will concentrate on one skill area at a time and then be assessed in this skill area.

Students will receive a PASS, MERIT or DISTINCTION for each piece of work submitted.

DISTINCTION – equivalent to GCSE grade D

MERIT – equivalent to GCSE grade E

PASS – equivalent to GCSE grade F

Contact:
Ms J. Townsend
Music - GCSE 
The Music course in Years 10 and 11 is an extension of work done in the first three years and seeks to continue to stimulate and develop active involvement in three musical activities - listening, performing and composing. This year we are using the new AQA specification.

Students will have opportunities for performance and composing as well as following a broad programme of listening. There is scope for the use of music technology where it is appropriate. We have access to industry standard software and a dedicated recording studio.

The subject will involve:

Paper 1
A solo performance on an instrument of the student’s choice. 



It can be any style or genre. 

An ensemble performance. Candidates will perform one piece as part of a group.

Paper 2
2 Compositions
Paper 3
Listening and Appraising 
This is an exam lasting 1 hour 30 minutes covering all the styles and features of music studied during the course.

GCSE Music provides a worthwhile, satisfying course of study which broadens experience, develops imagination, fosters creativity and promotes personal and social development. Progress is definitely linked to commitment and students will be expected to practice their chosen instrument regularly and take part in extra-curricular musical activities as part of their personal, musical development. 
Further information may be obtained from the Music Department.

Contact:
Mr C. Kurji-Smith or Mr P. Gledhill
PE - GCSE 
The aims of the GCSE Physical Education course are:

· Become increasingly physically competent through being actively engaged in a range of physical activities.

· Become increasingly effective in their performance in different types of physical activity and roles such as player/performer, leader and official.

· Develop their ability to engage independently and successfully in the processes of different types of physical activity.

· Develop and maintain their involvement in physical activity as part of a healthy active lifestyle. 

Assessment

There are two components which are assessed 

Theory Component 
External assessment – 40% 

Written exam 1½ hours

Section A – Objective tests and short answer questions

Section B – Extended written answers, based on a scenario issued as pre-release material prior to the examination.

Practical Component

Controlled Assessment – 60% 

Four Assessments from the following:

· From at least 2 groups/ways of thinking (see below) 
· At least 2 performances must be as player/performer 
· At least 1 must be in a different role e.g. coach, sportsleader, referee, umpire, choreographer, organiser etc 
	Group 1 
	Group 2
	Group 3
	Group 4
	Group 5
	Group 6

	Outwitting opponents as in games activities.
	Accurate replication or actions, phases and sequences as in Gymnastics activities.
	Exploring and communicating ideas, concepts and emotions as in Dance Activities.
	Performing at maximum levels in relation to speed, height, distance, strength or accuracy as in Athletic Activities.
	Identifying and solving problems to overcome challenges of an adventurous nature, as in life saving, personal survival in swimming and outdoor and adventurous activities.
	Exercising safely and effectively to improve health and well being, as in Fitness and health Activities.


Contact:
Mr R. Holmes
RE - GCSE 
Religious Studies at GCSE follows the AQA exam board and is assessed through two examinations each worth 50%, one at the end of Year 10 and the other at the end of Year 11. It is an academic course and would be of interest to anyone who enjoys debate, discussion and questioning pre-conceived ideas. If you have an interest in what goes on in the world and ethical discussions than you will be very well suited to the course.

The course encourages candidates to be inspired, moved and changed by following a broad, satisfying and worthwhile course of study that challenges young people and equips them to lead constructive lives in the modern world. It enables students to develop a number of transferable skills relevant for a wide variety of further education (from Medicine, to Law or Philosophy) and career options (ranging from the police force, teaching, social care to journalism.) It also enhances their personal, social and cultural development, their understanding of different cultures locally, nationally and in the wider world.

The course focuses on fundamental questions and issues about identity, belonging, meaning, purpose, truth, values and commitments. These are issues and ideas that students see everyday in the world around them and because of this it allows them to express their personal responses and give informed insights.

Students have the opportunity to: develop their knowledge, skills and understanding of religion by exploring the significance and impact of beliefs, teachings, sources, practices, ways of life and forms of expressing meaning.

In Year 10 students study Religion and Morality and take an exam in the summer worth 50% of their final GCSE grade. This unit of work covers Medical Ethics, Attitudes to the Elderly and Death, Drug Abuse, Crime and Punishment, Attitudes to the Rich and Poor in British Society, and World Poverty.

In Year 11 students study Religion and Life Issues and take an exam in the summer worth 50% of their final GCSE grade. This unit of work covers Animal Rights, Planet Earth, Religion and Prejudice, Religion and Early Life, War and Peace, Religion and Young People.

Contact:
Ms Harrison

Science - GCSE 
The science course followed is called Twenty-First Century Science and is designed to make our subject interesting and relevant to students’ lives. During the course, they will have an opportunity to investigate current science issues which they see in the media and are exposed to on a daily basis. Twenty-First Century Science will provide a basis for a large number of students to opt to carry on studying Sciences at AS and A Level, where this department has a strong tradition of success.

During the course, students are expected to work hard and to the best of their ability. This assumes an even greater significance than normal because the assessment of their GCSEs will be staged i.e. examined in both Years 10 and 11.

Double Science

Most students in Years 10 and 11 will follow a course leading to two GCSEs. This is the recommendation of the DCSF and scientific bodies such as the Royal Society. As the specifications are taught in nine lessons per fortnight, this has the advantage that students can have a thorough grounding in Science while still having time for a broad and balanced curriculum. The students will follow the Twenty-First Century Science A course in Year 10 (and examined during Year 10) and during Year 11 the students will follow the Additional Science course (examined in year 11).

Triple Science

There will be an option to study a course leading to three GCSEs called triple science. This will be taught in 13 lessons per fortnight and will provide a sound base to progress to AS and A level sciences in the sixth form. As the course is an accelerated form of the double science route, students must meet high standards to be deemed suitable for the triple option.

Single Science

For some students it may be more appropriate to follow the single science option. Students will be advised if they are well suited to this option.

Assessment

Students will sit exams in year 10 and in year 11.

Coursework in Key Stage 4 Science will be assessed via practical work and case studies of current scientific issues and will contribute 33.3% of the final grade in both GCSEs.

Contact:
Mr N Hunter or any of the Science staff.
Sport - BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate 

A BTEC in Sport can help students achieve their full potential; learners are rewarded for consistent hard work and demonstration of their knowledge, without the added pressure of exams at the end. A BTEC in Sport offers active learning in a vocational context and builds confidence, competence and motivation in students. It is broadly equivalent to two GCSEs and are fully recognised by the QCDA.

The vocational learning style is completely different from the more traditional routes. Students may research their topics and present results in a wide variety of ways other than written text. They don’t have to work alone: group interaction can often play a part, for example though teamwork and role-play.  

All students will be expected to complete assignments from 4 Units of Work
	Unit 1

Fitness Testing & Training
	Unit 2 or Unit 3

Practical sport 
or 
Outdoor & Adventurous Activities
	Unit 4

Anatomy & Psychology for Sport
	Unit 5

Injuries in Sport


What can I do at the end of the course?

A BTEC First Diploma in Sport provides a good grounding to go on to a more advanced course such as:

BTEC National Diploma / Certificate / Award in Sport

With further training or study, students are able to go into careers in:

Sports Centres

Leisure Centres

Outdoor Activities Centres

Contact:
Mr R. Holmes
Travel & Tourism - BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate 

What is the course structure?

The course is made up of six units – three core units that everyone takes and three specialist units. The specialist units enable you to study particular areas in more depth. It is also possible to do a work experience in a Travel and Tourism organisation.

What will I study?

All students take the three core units:

The UK Travel and Tourism Industry 

Customer Service in Travel and Tourism

The Traveller’s World

You will take three specialist units:

UK Tourism Destinations

European Holiday Destinations

Planning a Trip to a Visitor Attraction

Assessment
Students will produce evidence from tasks, activities and assignments that relate to specified criteria. All units are assessed and moderated internally.
What can I do at the end of the course?

A BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSE A*- C

With further training or study, students can go into careers or further education in the Travel and Tourism industry.
It prepares you for employment and provides a good grounding to go on to a more advanced course such as:

BTEC National Diploma, Certificate or Award in Travel and Tourism
BTEC National Diploma, Certificate or Award in Airline and Airport Operations
BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Travel Operations
Contact: 
Mrs D. Kell or Mr A. Wright
Young Apprenticeship (YA)
A Young Apprenticeship is available in Construction, Hair or Motor Vehicle Studies.
The Young Apprenticeship allows motivated and able students to study for vocational qualifications not just in the classroom but in college, with training providers and in the workplace too. Students are based in school, and follow the core national curriculum subjects, although they will also spend time out of school working towards nationally recognised vocational qualifications delivered by Gateshead College. Young Apprenticeships are a long-term development and the government intends them to become a permanent feature of secondary education. 
It is envisaged that this opportunity will be limited to a small number of students. While it is likely that Construction, Hair and Motor Vehicle YA programmes will all be available these courses are subject to final confirmation from the local area partnership. The programme contributes to a more personalised approach to teaching and learning and is aimed at students who are capable of obtaining 5 GCSE A*-Cs or equivalents. It is an option for students who are attracted to a more practical style of learning.

Students who choose this programme would be interested in following a career in Construction, Hair or Motor Vehicle industry. It is essential that students selecting this route be willing to participate in activities that would extend beyond the school day where this is necessary.

Students recruited for the phase starting in September 2010 will:

· follow a programme of study with an employer, training provider or college (or a combination of two or three), using work experience to contribute directly to the programme of study, probably through portfolio work. Wherever possible, study will be practical and applied, with an expectation of about 50 days work experience or equivalent over the two years of Key Stage 4.

· learn through a combination of classroom delivery and direct application in the business sector. Both teachers and experienced employees or trainers will share the responsibilities for teaching.

· gain a taste of ‘real work’ in a supported way, and lay the foundations for a possible post-16 apprenticeship whilst retaining the full range of options for future training or study.

· be able to access advice and guidance to help make the right choices before, during and at the end of the scheme.

Contact:
Mr W. Kennedy or Mr N. Gibson
