REFERENCE  BOOKS
Because they cover all subjects, these resources are shelved in the Reference Section.
Children’s Britannica
Don’t judge a book by its cover!  This set of encyclopaedias is plain red and looks dull, but it has really concise information and puts everything you need to know into a nutshell.

World Book
This set of encyclopaedias is more colourful and attractive, and it’s good for pictures and maps.  There’s a lot more detail, if that’s what you want, and it’s particularly good for information on countries, weather, geography, sciences and so on.
The World Guide
This is a chunky paperback with information about every country in the world.  They’re all in alphabetical order, and set out in the same way, with population, the name of the capital, currency, and language clearly set out.

Essential Articles
This is a white ring-binder containing up-to-date newspaper and magazine articles on all kinds of issues, such as advertising, animals, disability, euthanasia, September 11th.  For a complete list of the contents of the current edition, see the document called Essential Articles in this folder.

Fact File

This is a similar-looking ring binder which contains statistics on a full range of subjects.  They’re presented in a bold, clear way in a variety of formats (graphs, bar-charts, pie-charts etc, and illustrated by cartoons.  There’s an alphabetical contents list and a good index.  Again, for a complete list of contents, see the document in this folder.

Key Organisations
If you need the address or contact details of organisations, this is the resources to use. It’s got a thematic list at the front, so, for example, you can look under ‘Developing world’ and find a list of fifty organisations whose contact details are in the book.

100 Greatest Men/Women
These two books are big red hardbacks shelved with the other biographies at 490.  Use the index to find whether the person you’re looking for is included.  Each person has a clear, colourful page to him/herself, outlining their life and achievements.

Oxford Dictionary of Quotations  
If you want to find who said something, look for a key word from the quotation in the index at the back.

The Oxford Companion to English Literature
This is shelved in the 6th form section, but anybody can use it.  It contains information on famous books, writers and literary forms, all in alphabetical order.

Art of the 20th Century
This (unsurprisingly!) is a history of art year by year from 1900 to 1999.  It’s a huge, colourful hardback which is shelved with the other art books at 759.

The Penguin Dictionary of Religions
You’ll find this at 200.  In it, you can look up anything to do with any religion, and it’s just in alphabetical order.

The Dorling Kindersley Science Encyclopaedia
This big book is organised into general themes such as Materials, Space, Living Things, and so on.  The contents page then gives you a list of the aspects of each subject with page numbers.  Dorling Kindersley Books are known for their creative, innovative and attractive use of photographs, and this one’s no exception.  You’ll find it at the beginning of the science books, at 500.

Usborne Encyclopedia of World History
This is kept at the beginning of all the history books, at 900.  It has a good, clear contents page, divided into chronological sections: Prehistoric, Ancient, Medieval, The Last 500 Years.  It’s beautifully illustrated and Internet-Linked.

The Oxford Companion to Music
is an alphabetically-arranged dictionary in which you can look up any aspect of music and musicians.  It’s kept at 780, with all the other music books.

Music
is a big, brand-new book divided into the main categories of musical styles.  Classical music has the smallest section: it mostly concentrates on modern forms such as Hip Hop, Dance and Electronic.  It’s beautifully illustrated and immensely readable.

