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Searching the Internet with

If you want to find information on the Internet and you don’t know the address of a good website, you’ll need to use a search engine.  We recommend GOOGLE.
· Click on Internet Explorer, which will open up the school’s Intranet Site.

· Hover your cursor over LINKS (red bar, far right hand side) and when the drop-down menu appears, click on Google, and this is what you’ll see:
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USING GOOGLE TO FIND A PARTICULAR WEBSITE

Before you start searching, think about whether you can think of an organisation which might have the information you need.

You wouldn’t shout your question into a huge crowd and try to listen to all the answers, you’d ask someone who knows what they’re talking about.

Anyone can put anything on the Internet, so think whose website you can trust to have the information you want. If, for example, you want to find the BBC website but don’t know the address, this is what you do:

· Type BBC into the search box, click ‘I’m Feeling Lucky’, and you’ll be taken straight to the website. 

· Try this with some other website you might want to find, eg “Newcastle Falcons”.

DOING A SEARCH

If you don’t know which website you want, Google will give you a list to choose from. 

The list will turn out best if you think carefully about the words you put in the box. 

This search engine works by WORD-MATCHING.

It will only give you web-sites which contain all the words you put in the box.

When you’re choosing these words, be as specific as you can.

Google doesn’t care whether you use capitals or not, and if you make a spelling mistake it will ask you to check what you meant.

For example, if you type: .  hari poter .   and click . Google Search  you will see (in red)

Did you mean: harry potter?

If you click on this, it will do the search again.

· Try this out for yourself by typing a deliberate spelling mistake into the box.

WHAT ARE ‘HITS’ ?

When you’ve put your words into the search box and clicked Google Search, you will usually see the results of your search in about 20 seconds.

In the horizontal blue bar under the search box, you will see something like this:

Results 1-10 of about 12,689.  Search took 22 seconds.
In this example, Google has found 12,689 websites for you. 

The ten most ‘popular’ sites that Google has found which contain all your search terms are displayed on this first page.

USING SPEECH MARKS

If two or more of the words you’re looking for are words that belong together, try using speech marks to lock them together; that way, Google will know that you only want sites where they appear together as a phrase.
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For example, if you wanted information about spider monkeys, and you just put the words into the box without speech marks, you’d get thousands of hits, all of which would contain the word spider and the word monkey, but not necessarily together.  So, in many of those sites, there would be no information at all about spider monkeys.

If you put speech marks, like this: “spider monkey”   you’ll get

fewer hits, all of which will contain those two words together.

This also makes Google very useful for finding quotations.

If you put a phrase from the quotation you want to trace into speech marks, Google will show you a list of documents where those words appear like that.  

If, for example, you wanted to find out whose last words were :”They couldn’t hit an elephant at this distance”, you could put:

“elephant at this distance” +”last words”
· Try this for yourself.  

USING THE PLUS SIGN +

If a word or phrase is essential to getting the results you want, you can make sure it’s included by putting a + sign in front of it.  Make sure there’s a space before the + sign, but no space between the + sign and the word or phrase you want to emphasise.  So, if you wanted information about nitrogen in the atmosphere of the planet Mars, you could try:

“atmosphere of mars” +nitrogen

· Now you try.  Say, for example, you’d heard that the author Jacqueline Wilson was about to appear at Waterstones in Newcastle.  You’d like to know when it will be.  Think about what to put into the search box.  (HINT:  If you’re thinking about putting in the word when or the word date, you don’t need to, in fact it would be better if you didn’t.  Why is that?)

USING THE MINUS SIGN

The minus sign can also be useful.  Sometimes, what you’re searching for has more than one meaning.  ‘Bass’, for example, can refer to music or to the fish!  To make sure that Google knows which one you want, you can help it by telling it what you don’t want!  So, if you want to know about the fish, you can just put:

bass -music

Similarly, you might want to know about something, but you don’t want your search cluttered up with aspects of that subject that you’re not interested in.  Say, for example, you wanted to know about how David Beckham was doing in L.A., but you were only interested in his football.  It might be a good idea to exclude sites which contain any reference to Victoria Beckham!

“David Beckham” +”Los Angeles” –“Victoria Beckham”

You need to think carefully about using the minus sign like this, though, because you can end up excluding lots of useful sites just because they happen to include that word!

· Try it out for yourself.  Do a search on a subject you’re interested in.  Look at the results, then take out all sites which contain a certain word, by using a minus sign.










